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Forest Hill Neighborhood Association meetings
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Forest Hill Presbyterian Church. See you there!

Second Annual Forest Hill Fall Fest
Features Food, Fun and Pirates

www.foresthillneighborhood.com

Our neighbors certainly know how to throw a party! On
October 18, the FHNA’s second annual Forest Hill Fall Fest block
party filled the 4500 block of Stonewall Avenue with about 225
happy party-goers. Music by the band Sloth Loves Chunk had the
crowd singing along with familiar hits while munching on ham
biscuits, amazing chicken salad biscuits, cheese tortellini salad
with fresh mozzarella, fruit, and a plethora of desserts. Many
thanks go to The Thirsty Thursdays of Riverside Drive, led by Bo
Williams, of Sno-Cone fame and his fellow foodies, including
David Lynch, Mary McNeil, Ron McNeil, Penny Anderson, John
Butcher, Ellie Wronski, and Jessica Johnson.

Janet Bowers and her pirate crew kept the little scallywags
entertained with skill games, a treasure hunt, and a sandbox dig
for the littlest buccaneers. Deborah Fellman, aka “The Balloon
Lady,” amazed everyone with her artful creations consisting of
flowery headbands, exquisite animals, crazy creatures, and even
a shark on a stick. Special thanks to the firefighters of our local
Richmond Fire Station 20 for bringing out the truck and joining

us for the fun…and not having to
leave early to respond to a call. 

The event was organized by the FHNA Board and was a
success because of the many neighborhood volunteers who
stepped up to make this a great get-together. If you couldn’t
make it to this year’s event, here are some pictures of your
neighbors having fun. We missed you!
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By Shannon D. Taylor 

A confession: I am very late writing this article. As
in the-rest-of-the-newsletter-is-ready-for-print kind of
late. Procrastination got the better part of me this
quarter, and as much as gentle reminders from the
editor stirred pangs of guilt, nothing helped me put
pen to paper. 

Then I went on a trip to the Shenandoah Valley
with my mom. More procrastination, but I loved every minute. We visited
several local wineries, antique stores, and restaurants. It was the perfect get-
away opportunity. But a funny thing happened. I started to miss my boys. I
started to miss my house and furry friends. I started to miss my
neighborhood! A tune popped into my head and got stuck—the theme from
Cheers. Where Everybody Knows Your Name is a widely-recognized song
from the 1980s that evokes the warmth of “coming home.” 

Isn’t it an amazing feeling to enter a room (or bar) full of family and
friends who know and love you for who you really are? I get that same
feeling about Forest Hill. I love driving over the Nickel and Lee Bridges and
seeing the familiar homes and landscape. Certain homes say, “Hi,” to me,
just like Cliff and Norm do in the bar. The yellow farm house (Cliff), the neat,
prim brick cape cod (Diane) and the cream stucco (Norm) all welcome me
back home whether I’m returning from work after a long day or heading
home after a relaxing weekend trip. 

I feel grateful to live in a friendly and welcoming neighborhood where
everybody knows most everyone else’s names. Cheers everyone! 

Shannon Taylor keeps busy making her way in the world with
everything she’s got. 

The President’s Column

At the November 18, 2014 Forest Hill Neighborhood Association
membership meeting, the following members were elected for the
2015-2016 term:

President - Shannon D. Taylor
Vice President - Whit Clements
Treasurer - Ramon Puzon
Secretary - Robley Jones

Executive Board members are:
Janet Bowers
Dorna Braswell
Winnie Canup
Linda Mills
Carolyn Paulette
Bo Williams

Congratulations and thank you to our neighborhood leaders.

FHNA Officers and Board Elected

Forest Hill 
Neighborhood Association 

2013-2014

www.foresthillneighborhood.com

OFFICERS
Shannon D. Taylor, President
Luke McCall, Vice President

Ramon Puzon, Treasurer
Robley Jones, Secretary

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Janet Bowers

Dorna Braswell
Whit Clements

Sue Cline
Linda Mills

Carolyn Paulette
Bo Williams

FLYER
Linda Mills, Editor

Bo Williams, Design and Production
David Lynch, Ad Manager

G  A  L  L  E  R  Y

Shop your local gallery
for all your holiday gifts.

Unique, Functional and Affordable

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
— Extended Hours —

November 28th–December 23rd

“ADOPT A POT



Winter 2014 Page 3

I hope all is well! Time keeps flying
by. It seems like yesterday we were at
the beach and here we are now
nearly to the new year!
Here’s some exciting news—a new
restaurant is coming to the area.
Chefs Lee Gregory (The Roosevelt)
and Joe Sparatta (Heritage), and
farmer Matt Gottwald are
collaborating to open Southbound in

Stony Point Shopping Center at Huguenot Road and Forest Hill
Avenue. I’m looking forward to visiting Southbound over the
holidays.

The gas main replacement in Forest Hill Avenue (from the
Powhite Parkway east to Jahnke Road) is taking longer than
expected. The crews ran into granite which slowed them down
considerably. The plan is to lay the new gas main, connect gas to
the new main, and finally to remove the old gas main. As soon
as they are finished, Forest Hill Avenue will be paved. The
paving of Forest Hill Avenue from Westover Hills Boulevard to
Semmes Avenue, as well as Westover Hills Boulevard from
Riverside Drive to Forest Hill Avenue looks great! 

Just a reminder, as I mentioned in the last newsletter, please
don’t hesitate to reach out to my office regarding any
abandoned homes or homes in disrepair in your neighborhood.
Some examples might be grass or weeds exceeding 12 inches
high, broken windows, or accumulated trash in the yard. We will
then contact Code Enforcement who will investigate and
possibly cite the owner. I will admit sometimes the process of
contacting the owner can take a while. Code Enforcement will,

It’s time to shop for official Forest Hill neighborhood
merchandise to give to friends and neighbors this holiday
season. You’ll find Forest Hill tumblers, pet
leashes, totes, drink coolers, flags, and
stickers. It’s easy to purchase online at
foresthillneighborhood.com/store. All
proceeds benefit the nifty events and
projects the Forest Hill Neighborhood
Association accomplishes for the
neighborhood!

however, hire a contractor to cut the lawn or do repairs if the
process goes for more than two to three weeks.

Also, please reach out to my office to report areas of
excessive speeding. We will then include the location on the
“hot spots” list we send to the Sector Lieutenant in that area.
Please include the time of day when most speeding occurs.

South of the James Market continues 8 a.m. to noon on
Saturdays through December 6, 2014. SOJ Winter Market starts
Saturday, December 13, 9 a.m. to noon.

Real Estate Tax Relief for the elderly and disabled is available
for City of Richmond residents who qualify. Applicants must be
65 years or older, disabled at any age, a property owner living at
the property, have a gross income of less than $50,000 for 2014,
and have a total net worth of less than $200,000 (excluding the
house and land where they live.) Applications are being
accepted until March 31, 2015 and can be accessed through the
Department of Finance site at richmondgov.com/Finance/
index.aspx, or by calling 311 or my district office.

I invite you to call or stop by my district office at 6948 Forest
Hill Avenue to share your ideas, concerns, and discuss issues.
It’s probably a good idea to call before you stop over. Your
involvement with my office has and will continue to be vital to
setting policy and providing services that improve our
community and quality of life. I value your input. By the way,
you can now follow me on Twitter(@kathygraziano). 

The Honorable Kathy Graziano is councilwoman for the
Southwest 4th District in Richmond. You can reach her at
kathy.graziano@richmondgov.com or 804-320-2454.

A Message from Our Council Representative

Forest Hill for the Holidays! 
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Book Babies
Interactive story, music, and play time for babies up to 18
months and their parents/caregivers.
Thursdays, December 4, 11 and 18; January 8, 15, 22, and 29;
and February 5 and 12 at 10 a.m.

Toddler Story Time 
Early literacy story time features books, music, and rhymes for
18-36 month-olds and their parents/caregivers.
Tuesdays, December 2, 9, and 16; January 6, 13, 20 and 27; and
February 3 and 10 at 11 a.m.

Preschool Story Time
Early literacy story time with music, books and rhymes for 3-6
year olds and their parents/caregivers.
Thursdays , December 4, 11 and 18; January 8, 15, 22 and 29;
and February 5 and 12 at 11 a.m.

Westover Hills Library Advisory Group
Interested in supporting your library? We meet the first
Saturday of each month September through May at 9 a.m.
Upcoming dates are December 6, January 10, and February 7.

No time to visit the library? 
Read along and listen to children’s books using one of our many
online resources! Just go to the “Find Information” tab on RPL’s
main page and scroll down to “Children’s” to access multiple
reading websites, homework help, and more! 

Are you interested in Training on Demand? 
The Westover Hills Library staff offers 30-minute training
sessions to help you learn more about computers, eReaders,
and even applying for jobs online. All appointments are held on
Mondays between 10 a.m. and noon, and Wednesdays between
2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Call 804-646-8833 to make an appointment or
for more information. (No appointments will be held December
22-31.)

All Richmond Public Libraries will be closed on December 24
and 25, 2014; and January 1 and 19, 2015. All libraries will
close at 5 p.m. on December 31. 

Holiday Movie. Saturday, December 6, 2-4 p.m.
Join the fun for a special showing of The Polar Express, complete
with hot chocolate and cookies. Wear your jammies if you like!

Meet the Author. Saturday, December 13, 2-4 p.m.
Local author Yolanda Blount will visit the branch to sell and sign
copies of her books Anna’s Secrets and YO Thoughts. Yolanda
enjoys experimenting with the characters she has written about.
She transforms herself when she performs them in front of live
audiences.

Winterfest. Saturday, January 17, 1-3 p.m.
Join us for a high-flyer afternoon featuring the fabulous
feathered friends of Shirley Tellefsen. Learn amazing bird facts,
and then try your hand at designing and flying your own custom
paper airplane.

Rain Garden Party. Saturday, February 7, 3-5 p.m.
Westover Hills will host a garden party to showcase their
upcoming rain garden project. Plans will be on display for this
exciting multiphase undertaking to "green up" our corner of the
neighborhood. Light refreshments will be served. All are
welcome!

Meet the Author. Saturday, February 14, 2-4 p.m.
Richmond author Tameka Pleasants will be at the Westover
Library to sign copies of her latest book, Amen S.I.S., It's Already
Done! The book is the author’s personal testimony and tips on
how to achieve peace and joy everlasting by accepting Jesus
into your life.

Richmond Story League
The aim of the Richmond Story League is to encourage the
creation and appreciation of the good and beautiful in life and
literature through the art of storytelling. The meeting is open to
anyone who wants to listen to or tell stories. This year’s theme
is stories from different regions of the United States. For
information, contact Deborah Alsko at 804-232-3542. Upcoming
dates are Saturdays, December 6, January 3, and February 7 at
11 a.m.

Mark Your Calendar for These Events!

At the Westover Hills Library
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What's a Little Rain? 43rd Street Festival Braves
the Elements!

Celebrating its 23rd year, the 43rd Street Festival of the Arts
was a success! As the drizzle soaked us all, the neighborhood
was awash with artists, music, food and customers. Many
thanks to Forest Hill Neighborhood Association and friends who
help make it possible.

Special thanks to John Sankey (and the Bluz Catz) for
handling music, Marjolein DeWit for breakfast for artists, the
good folks at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church and School for
the use of their facilities, and the neighbors who spruced up
yards and attended.

We hope everyone won a raffle prize and got a new t-shirt
from the show!

CARITAS is grateful to be the beneficiary of this event and to
have the opportunity to raise awareness about the important
work being done to create stability for our most vulnerable
neighbors. Your kind support helps to create a safer, stronger
community for more of us. We are grateful.

The date set for next year's festival is September 12, 2015.
We look forward to seeing you there! 

Best Wishes,
Robin Cage and Nancy Bruni for CARITAS
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Dear Forest Hill residents,
In the nearly two years I’ve

served on the school board, I’ve
seen many changes in our school
district. Just this past year, we’ve
welcomed a new district
superintendent, Dr. Dana Bedden,
and he has been working diligently
to build a new leadership team. In
the 4th district, we have two new
principals that started this

September. Lucille Brown Middle School is now being led by
Jonathan Morris, and Thompson Middle School is being led by
Joi Lowery. Both of these principals have come to Richmond
from other school districts and they both bring solid school
climate and academic plans to take the schools to the next level.

The new Huguenot High School is close to completion. The
planned opening for the new building is January 2015. The
second phase of construction will include demolishing the old
building and using the space for a parking lot. That portion will
be complete by September 2015. I am planning to hold a
community open house in early 2015 to give constituents an
opportunity to tour the building. 

Recently, the board and the superintendent discussed the
culture and climate challenges in our schools and communities.

We have started surveying our communities so that we can
address the problems in a systematic way. RPS has put together
the "Your Voice" platform to enable the district to gain a clearer
understanding of stakeholder perspectives and priorities in
order to better serve the instructional needs of students. This
tool also serves as a repository for district outreach and survey
initiatives. Please visit the district’s website at
web.richmond.k12.va.us and click the link in the bottom right-
hand side labeled “Your Voice” to register to receive notices.

In an effort to improve communication and transparency, the
board is now using an electronic tool called BoardDocs to
provide electronic public documents and meeting videos to the
public. Community members can access the information at
boarddocs.com/vsba/richmond/Board.nsf/Public. 

The board also voted to implement an online check register.
The Richmond Public Schools Check Registry is the district's
ongoing effort to promote transparency in its spending. We are
happy to be a state leader among all governmental agencies in
offering full disclosure. This new tool can be viewed at
newweb.richmond.k12.va.us/CheckRegister/Welcome.aspx.

Do you have questions or concerns about Richmond Public
Schools? Please contact me at 804-503-1313 or
klarson@richmond.k12.va.us or at
facebook.com/KristenNLarson. 

Kristen Larson is vice chair of the Richmond Public Schools
School Board and represents the 4th district.

News from Our School Board Representative 

Antique BOTTLES wanted! 

Forest Hill resident and collector of old BOTTLES! 

Soda, beer, whiskey, water, medicines, crocks, jugs, milk bottles 

Call: 804-931-8338 

 

 



By Biscuits, as told to Katharin Pappas

What is your name and the name of your human(s)?
Hello! My name is Biscuits, but I'll answer to B, Biskie, Beezers,
'Skits, or Bissie, depending on who's calling. I live on West 42nd
Street with Kat and Eric. We moved here last December, and I
love our new, friendly neighborhood! My home away from
home, however, is in Shawsville, Virginia with my Nana Karen.

Where and when did you find your home?
It was Christmas of 2006 when I met Kat and her sister, Mary.
They were visiting the SPCA in Roanoke, searching for a friend to
bring home for the holidays. When they saw me wagging my tail
and peeing with excitement from inside my cage, I think they
knew I was the pup for them. I got to ride home with them that
day. Special thanks to Mary's friend Gautam, who first spotted
how special I was that day. 

What’s your heritage?
As part Beagle and Jack Russell, I come from a long line of
ferocious hunting dogs. I'm more of a sniffer than a hunter,
myself. A human on the street once called me a "Jackabee." I
took no offense. 

What is your favorite toy and/or activity?
There are so many great toys to chew, I have a hard time picking
just one! What really gets me going is something that squeaks; if
it's bouncy, all the better. When I first moved to Forest Hill, my
neighbors Steve and Terry were kind enough to share a bone
from their backyard with which I just couldn't bear to part, and
I've still got it today. But, oh boy, when Kat brings home a fresh
deer antler for me, I'm a happy girl. 

When it comes to hobbies, the dirtier the
better. I love to go on a muddy hike, hop
across rocks in the James River, roll in the
leaves, and nap on a warm, sunny patch of
grass. I'll beat any big guy in a game of tug-
of-war. Did I mention I'm a great travel
companion? I get to visit friends and
family all over the state. I just love sticking
my face out the window and feeling the
wind whip my ears while I imagine the
adventures that await at our destination. 

What is your best trick?
Tricks are for kids. But seriously, I only do
the bare minimum—whatever it takes to
get a treat. I'll sit, lay down, and if I'm
feeling energetic, I may balance on my

hind legs to catch a snack mid-air. Otherwise, you'll find me
relaxin'. I also speak conversational French, but I try not to brag. 

What are your best traits?
It's hard to choose one, but I often get compliments on my svelte
figure and my mysteriously dark eyes. I'm incredibly loyal, but
make friends with just about anybody. If Kat doesn't feel well, I
can always tell, and I make sure to give her extra hugs and kisses.
I also pride myself on my ability to resist the temptation to chase
squirrels when I'm not on a leash. Usually. 

What else would you like your admirers to know?
In my old age, I've become quite active in the animal rights
scene. I meet wonderful pups out on the street, and I often find
out that they were adopted, just like me. Many of the dogs out
there aren't so lucky. Hundreds of thousands of my furry
compadres are stuck in the nearly 3,000 puppy mills across the
U.S., begging for clean and comfortable beds, basic veterinary
care, and decent food and water. Many of their friends don't
make it due to neglect, and the ones who do are shipped to pet
stores and purchased for hundreds of dollars. Every dog needs a
loving family, but I'd like to encourage all of my admirers out
there to adopt, not shop, for pets. Support the ASPCA and
similar organizations that treat dogs like me with respect. 

Katharin Pappas and Eric Hetzer moved to Forest Hill because
they wanted room to roam and a new place to call home.

Celebrity Pet
Biscuits Makes Herself at Home in Forest Hill
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By Michele Zipperer

Westover Hills United Methodist Church is pleased to
announce its new preschool program opening to families with
children ages two and a half to five years old in September
2015. Planning for the preschool at WHUMC began in 2012, and
has culminated in hiring a director and developing a preschool
advisory board this fall. 

My name is Michele Zipperer and I am the director of this
exciting new early-childhood program in our neighborhood.
When my own children were preschool-aged, we attended Bon
Air Presbyterian Preschool (BAPP), an excellent program with
which I know many of you are familiar. I subsequently taught at
BAPP for several years and more recently have worked as a
Head Start educator in Richmond Public Schools. My family has
lived in the Forest Hill community for more than 20 years, and I
have been so gratified to see so many young families settle into
this vibrant and historic neighborhood in recent years. If the
considerable activity at the popular WHUMC “Tot Lot” (corner
of Westover Hills Boulevard and New Kent Road Avenue) is any
indication, preschoolers, toddlers, and infants are delightfully
abundant where we live! It is the goal of Westover Hills
Preschool (WHP) to provide these families with the option of a
convenient, high quality, and developmentally-appropriate
preschool home for their child. 

Our preschool facility will occupy the lower level the church

building and is currently undergoing extensive renovations to
accommodate the safety and comfort of preschoolers, their
parents, and the instructional staff. The WHP will be a half-day
program (9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.) with select extended-day
options. We will be open from September to May during the
school year. Applications for enrollment are currently available
at the church office and online at westoverhillsumc.org under
the preschool tab. Registration for the 2015-2016 school year
will begin Monday, January 12, 2015 and will continue on a
rolling basis throughout the spring. 

WHP will follow the HighScope Curriculum which is research
based and child focused, and promotes “active participatory
learning.” The HighScope model not only helps young children
excel in language and cognitive learning, but also promotes
fundamental life skills such as independence, curiosity, decision-
making, cooperation, persistence, creativity, and problem-
solving. WHP will accept children regardless of race, gender,
religious belief, or national origin. Children with special needs
are welcome, and we will work with parents to individualize and
make accommodations that are within our abilities given
staffing and space restrictions.

For further information regarding curriculum, the
enrollment/registration process, or any other program-related
questions, I can be reached at mazipp@verizon.net or 804-232-
1769, extension 15. 

New Preschool Program Coming to Forest Hill

By Laura Dysart

This year’s Halloween Howl
welcomed 22 dogs who entered
the official contests and parades,
while many other dog owners and
families came out just to enjoy the
festivities. The event was free, yet
many attendees chose to make a
donation to Ring Dog Rescue. Ring
Dog Rescue was present with an

informational table and an adoptable
dog. For more information about this wonderful rescue
organization go to ringdogrescue.org. 

Criittertown Bath House provided a hospitality table as well
as fabulous prize bags. Other wonderful prizes were donated by
Holiday Pet Barn, Petco Carytown, and PetSmart Libbie Place.
We appreciate everyone who came out to enjoy
this event which was entirely planned and run by
Friends of Forest Hill Park Junior.

It was a beautiful day, and all had a lot of fun.
The costumes were amazing! It was hard for our
judges to make the final calls with so many
creative costumes! 

And the contest winners were:
Dog Owner Egg Spoon Race: Scuba Doo
Farthest Fetch: Tulip
Best Pet Trick: Paddy Cake

Parade Costume Winners:
Best Dog/Owner Duo: Paula and Winslow
(they were the bee’s knees)
Scariest Dog Costume: Maxwell
Cutest Pooches: Lucy, Desi and Emma Grace (a trio)
Dogs Who Strut Their Stuff the Best: Riley and Gracie
Best Overall: Scuba Doo

Laura Dysart is the fearless leader of the Friends of Forest Hill
Park Junior. You can reach her at
lauradysart@verizon.net.

Halloween Howl Was a Treat!
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By Judith Warrington

Forest Hill resident Steve Martin remembers how difficult the teenage
years can be. That’s why he is dedicated to helping some the area’s at-risk
youth ease the transition from boyhood to adulthood through his work with
the Virginia branch of the Boys to Men Mentoring Network. Boys to Men is
an international organization that trains men to be mentors and role
models for teen boys. Most boys are recommended to the program by
school officials. Steve has been involved in the organization since 2002, and
in 2006 started the Richmond area branch.

The local organization has seen such tremendous growth, that last
summer Steve left his corporate job to become the full-time executive
director of the Richmond-based nonprofit organization. He says that the
transition has been worth it, because he is “living his passion” and he is
loving it. 

“Five percent of the boys cause 90 percent of the issues in schools. In
addition, 75 percent of those boys are fatherless,” he says. Having a
responsible male role model can make all the difference in a boy’s life, even
if it just means having someone to rake leaves with on a Saturday, instead of
hanging out and potentially getting into trouble. The trained mentors of the
Boys to Men program expose their boys to a range of life experiences the
way a dad would do. When Steve talks about the program, it is with his
usual enthusiasm and warmth. 

“We must experience emotional literacy to become
emotionally intelligent,” he says. “The longest journey for
a man to take is 18 inches from his head to his heart.” 

That pretty much sums up the Boys to Men program
philosophy, because it requires the boys to realize—and
own up to—their negative behavior and attitudes. In 2015
Boys to Men expects to be working with 100 boys each
week at four different meeting locations in the Richmond
area.

A graduate of Tucker High School, Steve has spent most
of his life in the Richmond area. He and his partner, Terry
Curry, have lived in the Forest Hill neighborhood since
1998. “We liked the charm of Forest Hill and the proximity
of the park,” he said. 

They share their home with cats Timber and Suzie;
friendly dog, Sage, the featured pet in the summer 2014
issue of the Flyer; and Rascal, their “adopted” family dog,
who is known as the neighborhood fog horn. Steve’s
background in ornamental horticulture is evident in their
home’s beautiful yard. And perhaps it’s not such big a
stretch from nurturing a tree to grow straight and strong
to helping a boy straighten out his life!

To learn more about the Boys to Men Mentoring
Network of Virginia, visit their website at btmva.org. To
learn more about your Forest Hill neighbors, just say hello.

Judith Warrington is a freelance writer. Forest Hill has been
her home for nearly 30 years. 

Know Your Neighbor: Steve Martin, Executive
Director of Boys to Men Mentoring
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Order Your Plaque!
Look for the Forest Hill Historic District plaques as neighbors
install them. They are visible from the street and add a touch of
class and distinction to the homes they adorn. Show off our
historic district by displaying a plaque on your house. 

FOREST HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT
PLAQUE ORDER FORM
PLEASE PRINT

NAME:__________________________________

ADDRESS:_______________________________

PHONE:_________________________________

EMAIL:__________________________________

BRONZE PLAQUES:_______cost is $200.00 including

delivery and the construction date for the individual

house. 

MOUNTING TYPE:________________________________

(Screw mount is recommended for wood or siding over wood.

Invisible Mount is recommended for brick and stucco.)

• Make checks payable to the Forest Hill Historic

Designation Committee and deliver/mail to Carolyn

Paulette, 4312 Forest Hill Ave., Richmond, VA 23225.

• Turnaround should be 4 to 6 weeks depending on

meeting minimum orders. Contact Carolyn at 232-6644 or

cmp4312@yahoo.com with questions. 

• We would like to verify the construction date for your

property with you before we have it engraved on your

plaque. We will use the date that the city tax records

provide or the date our research provides unless you have

other documentation.

• The next order for plaques will be sent in on December

15, 2014 Get your order in today!
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The Westover Hills Elementary School PTA is hosting a
holiday tree sale to raise funds for programs at the school. The
trees are Frasier firs and range from six feet to nine feet tall.
Prices range from $34.99 to $69.95. All trees are sourced from a
farm in southwest Virginia, cut the day before delivery. The sale
also includes beautiful natural greenery centerpieces and two
different styles of wreaths.

It is easy to preorder online at westoverhillspta.org. Pre-
ordered trees, wreaths, and centerpieces will be available for
pick up on Friday, December 5 from 4-8 p.m. Selection of your
pre-ordered tree will be "first come, first served" so come early
to pick your favorite! Any trees that are not sold through pre-
orders will be available at a public sale on the morning of
Saturday, December 6. 

Please go to westoverhillspta.org for details and ordering
information. Order today!

Holiday Tree Sale at
WHES

Good Shepherd Episcopal School at 4207 Forest Hill Avenue
is having their Annual Tea with Santa on Saturday, December
13 from 2-4 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 

Kids from infant to 10 years old (older siblings are welcome
also!) can have their pictures taken with the Jolly Old Elf. To
further celebrate the season, guests may enjoy the cookie
buffet along with hot chocolate, juice, and tea. Write a letter
to Santa that will be sent to the North Pole, and create holiday
crafts.

Cost is $10 per child which may be paid at the door.
Proceeds benefit the GSES Parent Teacher Organization.
Photos with Santa may be picked up in the school office at a
later date to be determined. For more information, contact
email@gses.org. 

Visit with Santa at
GSES

Thank you to all the fabulous Forest Hill families that
joined us for the Fall Fest at Good Shepherd Episcopal
School on October 25, 2014. The Parent Teacher
Organization was able to raise several thousand dollars that
will help provide enrichment opportunities to the children
at the school. We loved having you all at the event and we
hope you had fun! If you did, please share some love with
our wonderful sponsors who helped make the day possible:
The Mom Complex, Visiting Angels, Broad Scope Media,
Complete Care Center for Women, Left Handed
Photography, True Tattoo, Grand Escapes Travel, Anytime
Fitness, Relay Foods, Jerry and Linda Cassell, Kroger, Food
Lion, Target, Martin’s, and Lowe’s.

A Thank You 
from GSES



By Betty Snedden

We live on other Reedy Creek side of West 42nd Street, so
there is a large wooded area behind us filled with chipmunks,
various snakes, deer, and squirrels. The most prolific of course
are the squirrels. With an oak tree in our front yard and a
walnut in the back, the squirrels love this place. (Almost as
much as we do!) We discovered that they had a party planned
one day when we found a walnut in each porch chair and one
on the porch railing.

The squirrels love to bring the toadstools found after a rain
up onto the porch and eat them there. They have fallen down
the chimney (summer, I must add) into the fireplace and dug in
the flowerbed. When they invaded the bird feeder, we thought
if you can’t lick them, join them, and we got them their own
feeder!

Betty and Larry Snedden have lived in Forest Hill since 1965.
Their youngest child was three when they moved here, and now
their youngest great-grandchild is three years old.

Send Us Your Critter Encounter Stories!
Do you have a critter story? Funny, scary,

astounding, sweet, weird—we’d love to hear them all!
Just write down your encounter with nature and email
it to foresthillflyer@gmail.com.

Forest Hill Critter Story
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By Nancy Buck

The Westover Hills Library and the Westover Hills Library
Advisory Group are in the midst of planning rain gardens and
native landscaping on the grounds. An initial conceptual plan
has been created. A rain garden is a shallow, constructed
depression that is planted with deep-rooted native plants and
grasses. It is an excellent way to accommodate rain runoff from
hard surfaces such as roofs, sidewalks, and driveways. The
combination of the depth of the garden, special soil, and native
plants slows down the rush of water from hard surfaces by
holding the water for a short period of time allowing it to
naturally soak into the ground. 

Stormwater runoff is considered one of the main sources of
water pollution nationwide. Locally, rainwater quickly runs off
hard surfaces such as roofs and parking lots, increasing flooding,
while picking up and carrying pollutants into Reedy Creek, then
the James River, and all the way to the Chesapeake Bay. Rain
gardens and other water diversions help preserve our

waterways and the diverse plant and animal life (including us!)
that depend on them.

The Westover Hills Library looks forward to featuring
programs and activities relating to the environment. Partial
funding and support has been received and/or pledged from the
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, Drew Harrigan’s Four Winds
Design, and the Westover Hills Library Advisory Group. But we
still need help to complete our project.

If you would like to contribute to this neighborhood
conservation effort, Westover Hills Library Advisory Group is
accepting donations. As part of the Westover Hill Library's 55th
anniversary, they are promoting a "$55 for 55" giving campaign.
These funds will be used for the rain garden project. Of course,
any amount is welcome. Checks made payable to WHLAG may
be delivered to the library in person or sent to Westover Hills
Library, 1408 Westover Hills Boulevard, Richmond, VA 23225.
For more information, contact Nancy Buck,
Librarian/Community Services Manager, at 804-646-0652.

Westover Hills Library’s Rain Garden
Plans Continue
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Your Neighborhood Wants You! 

Please join the FHNA and become part of a friendly and active group that

works for the good of the neighborhood.


